Packing & the Friendly Skies

Why Transporting Firearms May Be The Best
Way To Safeguard Your Tech When You Fly
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* proper guns
*flare guns
* starter / blank pistols

http://deviating.net/firearms/packing/#flare
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UNITED
Grade: B / B+

S AITRWAYS

Grade: A+

viating.net/firearmsfpacking/report, hkml

Grade: B-
While Delta is not openly hostile to gun owners, some of their policies are clearly designed simply to generate revenue. While
they explicitly state that a case may contain a total of four long guns, in subsequent sentences they specify that anything more
than two rifles or two shotguns will result in an exfra baggage fee. While Delta does not mandate "original manufacturer
packaging" for ammo like some airlines, their policies are still restrictive enough that a holstered magazine is not allowed,

United Airlines
as specified on their web site. ..

Firearms in checked baggage must be packed in a locked hard-sided bag or gun case.

Ammunition is allowed in checked luggage in the original manufacturer's box or securely packed in a fiber,
wood, or metal box 1o prevent movement of carfridges.

There are a handful of stories concerning problems with United (sometimes losing firearms, sometimes printing a row of "F"
characters on luggage tags) but these accounts are conflicting and all unsubstantiated. One that that is for certain, however,
is that the company speaks out publicly sgzist the arming of airline pilots,

Grade: B or B+

United is flexible about how guns and ammo can be packed, as long as it's secure. They appear to even be accepting of the
use of loaded clips to secure ammo... since they specify "no movement” of cartridges as opposed to "separation” of the
rounds. Pending confirmation that the row of "F" characters is a rumor (I personally have never seen this) i'd rate them in B
range. If the story of that outside marking is frue, even in some instances, then i'd switch United to a B- or C+ even,

US Airways

a5 specified on their web site, ..

US Airways will allow passengers to fransport firearms in accordance with Federal Law,

Firearms must be packed in a manufacturer's hard—sided container specifically designed for the firearm, a
locked hard—=ided gun case, or a locked hard—sided piece of luggage.
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Air Travel Accounts

The Fallow overviews give wou a basic rundown of people's experience Aying with frearms on different carriers via different airparts. Sir
catriers should, in my opinion, take responsibility for errors that their erployees make and that the TSA, should work mucd harder ta

Done

standardize airport operations and train their staff in the proper handling of frearm policies and pracedures, Click any of the paszenger narmes

belows to read their Al stary ...
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FHL -3 CMH --> ORD -->

CID --= ORD —= PHL

United Airlines finally admits to me in no uncertain (70 2008-05-01

terrns that they do rake special entries into their -~ 115 ATRWAYS

corputer For bags containing Arearms, 2009-05-28 * Kk % UNITED
& ¥ Ak
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PHL - PH - LGB

L == DFWY -3 PHL

A great trip, One potential incident Axed right away 20000522 2009-05-25

by a good supervizor, & scary lesson about claiming +* % K I8 AIRWAYS + % 4 %

bags quickly, too,

C.M, PHL ——= HOLI ! P HOL --= PHL ’
Wiow, what 3 kit of troubling travel, From bad o 2000-04-17 —f A 2009-04-18 —f A
watse, almost no aspect of this brip was without +* % * %ﬁ + % % W %ﬁ
difficulty,

Deviant Ollam PHL —= DR - A5 AUS == ATL --> PHL

Smooth sailing to and From Tesas, despite travel on 200003722 A 2009-03-28 é\h D'Elta
carriers not recognized For outstanding policies, +* % K mr__"-" R
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Account of Flying with Firearms
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United airlines finally admits ba me in no uncertain berms that they do rake special entries into
their computer Far bags containing Arearms.

PHL -~ CMH --> ORD --> CID CID == ORD -3 PHL
2009-05-28 2009-06-01
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Luggage & Gear
Az abways, | was traveling with three of the army surplus steel mortar cases that are my customary luggage. After major error by the TSA

Ad

in Meweark when 1 was making some overseas travel (they cut locks of some of my luggage) | made the switch o Abloy Protec Puck
Padlocks which are uncuttable as well as wholly un-pickable. On this trip to meet with TOOOL associates in lowa i had one Beretta Model
92 pistol.

Outbound Travel 4 + + +

I arrived particularly early for rmy morning flight out of PHL, Even at 06:30, the airport was bustling and staff were present everywhere to
handle check-ins. Miruh and Kyrah {in many instances, i do my best phonetic spelling of names told to me werbally... this is such an
instance) checked me in. I was not asked to open and show the unloaded status of my pistol. kKyrah insisted that there is no special entry in
the USAir baggage tracking system for firearm-bearing luggage. As usual, after the basic check-in we proceeded down to counter number
19 where the oversize baggage belt is located. My hard case was sent (locked) back to the TSa while Miruh waited with me. I heard the
word "firearm” called out in some discussions as they found a screener to perform an immediate x-ray run. all things were clear. I have
never had an issue checking in at this airport with this carrier, but one is given to wonder what policy they have in place if a firearm bag
alerts in some way... where does secondary screening take place?

Homebound Travel » # » &

When checking-in for my United airlines journey back to Philadelphia I was helped first by Crystal and then by Kevin, the former seeming a

bit unfamlllar (though by no means leFu:uIt) with matters Df Frearms I response to an inguiry of " whu:h of [y ] bags contain firearms" (1
b it Incknick = of |
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Firearm Air Travel Questionnaire ‘
hd

Hawe wou traveled by air with Arearrnz? Wite would love ta hear, in detail, how it went For yaou, IF wou'd like ba tell us about it, please just sand an emnail bo dewiznt [4]
deviating [dat] net® and we're rore than happy bo publish ywour account here, All we ask is that you Follow the Format of this questionnaire when summarizing the details

for us,

* address obfuscated ba prevent sparn, PGP key on major keyserwers iF you wish bo secure your teaffic,

Background Details
1. Your Name - \We can accept nicknames, initials, or just your first name if you'd like to remain a bit private.

2. Your Itinerary - This is your Sooked route and pisnned ravel dates, whether a simple round-trip or some other
camhbination of stops, Mention of delays or re-routings can be done later when discussing specific legs of your journey.
Airport codes are more helpful than city names {and are more respectful of your privacy... we only care about air
travel, not where you spent the 4th of July or which family you visited for Thanksgiving.) Please feel free to specify any
scheduled layovers, despite the fact that these typically do not affect firearm-related travel,

3. Your Airline{s) - On which carrier{s) was your flight booked? Please feel free to mention any reasons why you
chose these airlines, as well as any partnering or "dual-carrier" flights that happened (that is so common these days,
we Lnderstand it's difficult to keep track)

4. Luggage and Locks - What brand (or what style) of luggage did you use when flying with firearms? How were
they packed? In what manner were they secured? Mwe are especially interested in what brand or style of locks you
used.)

Outbound Departure Experience

5. Airline Check-In Staff - From the time you stepped from your airport ransportation (car, cab, shuttle, train, et
to the moment vou received your boarding pass, how were you frested? How did the airline staff thoth ticketing agents
as well a5 any additional people like baggage staffers) react when you declared your firearms? Did they sesm
accustomed to this? Did they followe all the rules? OF particular interest to us...

i. Locked Bags - Did the check-in staff make any criticisms of your desire to lock your checked bag(s)?
Did they inform you that you had done anything incorrectly? Did you hawve to escalate the matter o a
Supervisar, etc?
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a frequently asked question...
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securitysnobs.com Ist-in-padlocks.com securitysnobs.com alqualitysafeonline.com securitysnobs.com

$25 $35 $90 $100 $200+
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another frequently asked question...
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$ .Z 5 http.//store.colemans.com/cart/ammo-can-81-mm-p-225.htmi

$ .Z 0 hardware stores anywhere

$ 5 hardware stores anywhere
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thank you very much!



any questions?



deviating.net/firearms deviant@deviating.net






